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self. But lie could not be convicted without the use of the con-
fession which he had made under the promise of favor. Mr.
"Webster had to satisfy the court that the confession was admis-
sible, although made under these circumstances. He argued
that, as against himself, the prisoner's confession was admissi-
ble, because made freely and voluntarily; for, having obtained
the Attorney-General's promise of immunity before he made
the confession, he had no motive falsely to accuse himself, al-
though he might have a motive falsely to accuse his accomplices.
The court permitted the confession to go to the jury. Mr. "Web-
ster then had to convince the jury that the confession was credi-
ble. The prisoner was convicted.

Nothing was more remarkable in Mr. "Webster than the
manner in which he kept distinct, in his own person, the char-
acters of the statesman and the lawyer. A stranger, hearing
him in the forum, would not have imagined him to be any thing
but a lawyer; one who should have heard him in the Senate
would rarely have suspected that he was one of the very first
lawyers of Ms time and country. It was always observed of
him, by his contemporaries of the bar, that he brought into the
forum neither the habits of mind, the modes of reasoning, nor
the kinds of eloquence, which belong to the discussions of
statesmen; nor did he carry into the Senate the peculiarities
of reasoning and analysis and proof which are alone effective
in judicial tribunals. In the latter, his great renown as a
public man no doubt helped to fasten the attention of judges
and jurymen, and sometimes aided the ascendancy which his
intellect enabled him to obtain over the intellects of those he
addressed. But Mr. "Webster was generally encountered at the
bar by men who were able to overcome any influence of this
kind, by rendering it necessary for him to exert all his powers
in the mode which the forensic habit demands, and which is
peculiar to the discussions in courts of justice. His ability to
do so was never affected by the habits acquired in legislative
bodies. On the trials of which I have here given an account,
he produced convictions of the prisoners because of this power
to discharge the functions of a lawyer, as if he were never any
thing but a lawyer.
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